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RESTORE YOUR PAINT 
DON'T REPAINT YOUR CAR!! 


No more ugly dabbing, brushing or expensive repaints 
v/ Paint Chip Repairs wv Polishing 
VY Scratches Y Windshield Chips 
V Glazing 
FREE ESTIMATES 


SPRING INTRODUCTORY SPECIAL 


$25.00 off interior shampooing 
with any paint repair over $250.00 


OFFER EXPIRES JULY 31 
May not be used with any other offers. 


8814 - 51 Ave 
T6E 5E8 


465-3814 


ELEMONATORS 


will Check Your hicle On Site! 


BEFORE YOU BUY? 


Performed by a Licenced Mechanic BASIC - :49.*5 


From a Fully Equipped Mobile Unit. s 95 
7 Days a Week * 9am to 8pm ELEMONATOR - 89. 
* We Also Provide 


Insurance Inspections 


= deme 
Phone 448-1313 


SERVING E D MONTON 


From 
The Board of Directors, Management & Staff 


KAPOWN CENTRE 


Chemical dependency services directed toward people 16 ycars of age and older 
Minimum 6 week residential program 
"Total Person" Concept utilized 
Continuous intake 
24—hour in-patient care 
Pauents are required to have the following items: 
personal grooming items 
suitable clothing for indoor and outdoor use 
two pairs of footwear, one for indoors and one for outdoors 
- valid Health Care Card 
- completed admission forms 
- current medical reports 
- transportation. financial and personal affairs must be arranged prior 
to admission 
advance notice of arrival via bus so pick-up can be donc 
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General Delivery 
Grouard, Alberta TOG 1CO 


Phone: (403) 751-3921 
Fax: (403) 751-3831 
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Foiled again, says man from inside oven 


It’s been a disastrous time on the suicide front. 
In San Franciso a man jumped off the Bay 
Bridge only to hit the water yards from a psychi- 
atrist in a rowing boat with a life jacket and 


cellular phone. “At first I thought he was a 
flying fish,” admitted the surprised fisherman. 
"When.Lrealized the truth Limmediately gave 
him my card.” Even more unlucky was Italian 
Sergio Mazzaro, 37, of Bologna, whose efforts to 
gas himself resulted in the deaths of everyone in 


The crispy frosty sid 


Following the upheavals of the Cultural 
Revolution and the Great Leap Forward, China 
is now undergoing yet another social transfor- 
mation -the Public Toilet Revolution, with 
toilets throughout the country being modern- 
ized and upgraded. “We want people to be 
happy on their toilets," declared one official. 
Such was not the case in the Czech Republic, 
however, where a man spent two days frozen to 
the seat of an out-of-the-way public 
convenience. Klaus Henkel, 43, was skiing near 
Poprad when disaster struck. ^I was at the head 


the vicinity except himself. Mr Mazzaro had 
turned to gas after a number of failed suicides, 
including one attempt to set himself alight in 
the local park, which failed when it started 
raining. Eventually he put his head in his gas 
oven, only to be foiled at the last when the oven 
exploded, destroying his apartment block and E 
killing 14 m "He was lticky,” observed one 
rescuer. “If it hadn't been for the oven his head 
would have been crushed by falling concrete. 4» — wy 
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of the slope when I felt an urgent need for the 
toilet,” he explained. “There was a small 
concrete convenience nearby, so I went in and 
sat down. But then, when I tried to get up, 

I discovered that my bottom was frozen to the 
seat. It was very painful.” Despite repeated calls 
for help, Mr Henkel remained trapped in the 
cubicle for almost 48 hours before, in despera- 
tion, ripping the seat off the toilet and skiing 
down to civilization with it still attached to his 
backside. “Next time I'll spray my buttocks with 
anti-freeze,” he said forcefully. s% 


The longest Kisses, sweet and tough 


Around the world people have been having 
some really long kisses. In Lithuania, a couple 
necked for five C days, winning a trip to 
Egypt and $1,000 for their efforts. “Now we 
want to kiss on top of the pyramids," they 
enthused. Equally passionate, but ultimately 
less enjoyable, was the kiss enjoyed by German 
lovers Adolf Gunter and Ingrid Stepp, who spent 
an uncomfortable afternoon stuck in each 
other's mouths after Miss Stepp suffered lockjaw 
mid-kiss. The canoodling couple were cavorting 
naked on Mr Gunter's parents' bed when, 
apparently, Miss Stepp's mouth suddenly 


clamped shut on her lover's tongue. ^I couldn't 
get it out,” explained Mr Gunter. “I tried to pry 
her jaws open, but they were locked solid and 
wouldn't move. It was agony." The couple tried 
to call the emergency services, but the operator 
mistook their muffled groaning for a dirty caller 
and hung up; and it was only by shuffling into 
the street with towels around their waists that 
they were able to draw attention to their plight 
and persuade someone to take them to hospital. 
"It was lucky it was just my tongue," sighed a 
relieved Mr Gunter. <% 


Vodka as the currency of War 


Vodka has been playing an increasingly 
significant role in Russian politics of late. 

Due to currency shortages, many teachers are 
being paid their wages in bottles of the spirit. 
“They can have vodka or turnips,” explained 
one official. “With bonuses paid in currant 
buns.” In war-torn Chechnya, meanwhile, 
separatist rebels have found vodka to be a 
potent weapon in their struggle against 
occupying Russian troops. Over the past month 
there has been a spate of reports of Chechen 
soldiers plying their Russian counterparts with 
booze and stealing their equipment. In one case, 


some paratroopers awoke to find their clothes 
had been stolen, whilst in another, 400 
bazookas were pilfered as their guards lay face 
down in a drunken stupor. Most dramatic of all 
was an incident near Grozny where Chechen 
fighters plied a detachment of tank engineers 
with alcohol and then persuaded them to sell 
their tanks, even getting them to throw in 
complimentary tank-driving lessons and free 
fuel. “We asked if we could have their guns as 
well,” explained one Chechen soldier. “But they 
said no because they needed them to kill us." 4 


Above articles compiled by Paul Sussman in The Big Issue, London England's street-sold magazine. 
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Donna Froese 


onna Froese started selling the 
newspaper back in August of 1994. 
She happened to be in the right place 


at the right time, she says, encountering an old 


friend who encouraged her to try selling. 


“In the beginning I felt rather 
uncomfortable selling,” Donna says. But she 
developed a sixth sense of who would buy and 
who wouldn't. “Those who often refuse are 
those who often have the money," she says. 


Our Voice has been an ongoing success 
for Donna, and she's made many friends while 


Ta 


selling the paper. Things haven't avs been 


5O ZOO", Vonna Says. WHEN SDC reHECLS OL 
many dead-ends and bad starts over 13 years 
of unemployment. 

“Believe it or not, I haven't been working 
since the fall of 1983. My last job was as a bus 
girl cleaning off tables at the McDonald's in 
West Edmonton Mall." 


Donna was born in Innisfail, Alberta, 
the daughter of an Armed Forces air traffic 
controller. The second youngest of four 
children, she did most of her growing up 
in Edmonton. She has no significant fond 
memories of her school years, where she 
achieved a grade six education. Donna is 
“haunted by memories of persecutors.” 
She was often used as a vulnerable 
scapegoat by bullying rough types in school. 
“There were times I was accused of things 
I didn’t do and taken to the principal’s office. 
\ strapping from the principal was 
uncalled for.” 


The people who bring 
you OUR VOICE 


This newspaper exists because of 
the efforts of the people who sell it 
to you on the street, the vendors. 


For our vendors OUR VOICE is 
a job that helps them to be inde- 
pendent and self-employed. Each 

issue we highlight one of our ven- 
dors in Vendor Profile to let you 

know a little bit about the people 
who bring you OUR VOICE. + 


Her approach, when selling Our Voice 
is simply, "| rather let them come to me. | don't 


want customers to feel pressured while 


In the April ilssue, Our Voice published 
the touching story Donna wrote about the 
death of an old boyfriend in Winnipeg, 

a key event in her life. ^I had every 
intention of going back to see him again," 
Donna remembers, but then it was too late, 
he had died. 


buying the paper, it's better to have 


them come to me, its more relaxing." 


BY 
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ZI A UP SR. MN I1. 
Now she has a boyfriend she met in Eaton 
Centre back in 1992. It's a relationship they 
haven't rushed into and she says they both 
strive to work out their differences. 

For now, Donna wants to continue selling 

e newspaper, and she is very content with 
bills, food and the necessities of life. 
She honours her position and says, 
“I certainly won't drink the money away 
while selling Our Voice. I hope in my heart 
that other vendors out there selling receive 
the same amount of support that I've had 
the good fortune to receive." She feels a great 
deal of compassion for her fellow newspaper 
sellers who are trying to survive and make a 
go of life with some independence. 


Donna recently returned from a short trip 
to Winnipeg , her first break since she began 
selling the paper. But now she has a problem. 
She sells on Jasper Avenue in Edmonton and 
a whole 2 block area has been fenced off as 
active reconstruction goes on, resurfacing 
the street. The whole street in front of her 
favourite corner has been ripped up to repair 
a leaky roof to the subway. Traffic is down 
and sales are slow. But Donna is still opti- 
mistic and selling on her corner. + 


Vendor Name 


Number 
Authorized by 


VOICE 


OUR VOICE VENDOR'S CODE 
* | will be sober at all times while working 
* | will be polite to all members of the public 
* | will vend only in areas that are authorized 


Authorized 
Vendor 


All OUR VOICE vendors are required to wear an ID badge (contents above) and abide by a code of conduct. 
If you have any comments about our vendors, phone our distribution manager in your city (see page 5). 


-First Nations films: coming to à sereen near vou 


BY DEANNA DOUGLAS 


oday's climate of cutbacks and layoffs is hardly 
an ideal setting for the maturation of a genre. 
It is a time when artistic progress of any kind 
must be seen for what it is; a great leap forward. 
This is particularly true in the film industry 
because of the high costs involved in production 
and 
distribution. 


And so 
our hats 
must 
come off 
to the 
growing 
number of 
aboriginal 
films 
coming out 
of both Canada and the United States. The work is 
showcasedannually at the Dreamspeakers Festival 
which providing the opportunity for 

members of the public to take in a variety of 

dramas and documentaries. 
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ne, two, 

three, four, 

Stop the war on the poor. 
Five, six, seven, eight, 

Stop the greed, stop the hate!” 


This was their battle cry. 

“For bread and roses, for jobs and 
justice.” 

This was their purpose. 


The Women’s March on Poverty is 
going right across Canada and on May 
23rd it made a stop in Edmonton, 
marching from the city centre to an 
inner city park. Some two hundred peo- 
ple made the march, but at the park 
over three thousand hot dogs were 
served. This alone makes a silent state- 
ment. People are hungry. They will 
come for the food. 

“One of the saddest things I have 
ever seen is to see the 
situation today,” Mary Burlie, a veteran 
of twenty-three years in the fight 
against poverty, told the crowd. 
Physically weakened by illness, Mary 
was unable to make it onto the plat- 
form, but her spirit remained strong, 
and her words were powerful. “The 
ones who suffer the most are the chil- 
dren. You are not here tonight for your- 
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BY LINDA DUMONT 


Russel Cardinal enjoys a hot dog 


selves but for a future for your children. 
This is every man's, evéry woman's, 
and every child's issue." 


Ottawa-bound caravan, which started 
from Vancouver the fourteenth of May. 
Another group started from Halifax, 
and others are marching in Ontario, 
Quebec, and the Northwest Territories. 
All will converge on Parliament Hill in 
Ottawa for a rally and festival. 


Here, small children played in the 
park, where clowns entertained them, 
and did face painting. Azimuth Theatrer 
used humour in skits about prejudice, 


À number of these productions will also be available 
through libraries and other alternative distribution 
systems - as well as on the CBC and Bravo. 

This year's Dreamspeaker's Festival also featured 
the First Annual Aboriginal Film Awards, including 
categories in acting, drama, documentary, 


international, and, of course, the “best of the festival". 


These awards contribute to the development of the 
genre through increased awareness within the general 
public and the aboriginal communities. 

The films screened included Totem Talk, an 
animated short which combined actual footage of 
the Canadian wilderness with computer animation. 
The results was a beautiful NFB story of the coming 
together of a totem - art that captures individual 
animals in time and space. In Totem Talk the 
animals had more than individuality; they had 
plenty of character. 

The Rez: Golf and Politics is an episode from The Rez 
TV series. It is based on W.P. Kinsella's writings, and 
essentially takes off from a film I reviewed last year 
called Dance Me Outside. | recommend 
the movie, in particular, as a portrait of life on 
an Ontario reservation. 


Women's March? 


resources." 


child-care 
program." 


“We are 
calling for the 
strengthening of the 


women's indepen- 
dent access to old 
age benefits. 


“We are calling for 


loans." 


benefit levels." 


the landlord and tenant problem 
and political double talk. 


What are the demands of the 


“We are calling for the mini- 
mum wage to be raised immedi- 
ately to $7.85 per hour." 


^We are calling for access by 
aboriginal women to federal 
employment and training 
^We are calling for 
the promised national 


Mary Burlie 


post-secondary education to be accessi- 
ble to women through grants , not 


“We are calling for surplus in 
the UI fund to be used to restore 


Strength of the River is a Canadian documentary on 
the lives of three different native peoples and their 
struggle over the last few generations to live off the 
rivers that make up the heart of their communities. 
For the Stolo, Namgis, and Heilstuk nations, fishing is 
more than an occupation; it is a heritage passed on 
from-one generation to-another. It serves to. remind us 
of the human and environmental cost of a 
commercialised way of life. 

The strongest film I viewed was White Shamans and 
Plastic Medicine Men , an American documentary 
exposing the practices of a variety of native 
spirituality practitioners. The exploitation of an 
ignorant public by non-Indians is a shameful and 
lucrative business that can only be slowed by an 
increase in general awareness. A searching public who 
would never pay admission to a church or synagogue 
support an entire industry of pseudo-spiritual white 
"medicine men" who charge for admission to sweat- 
lodges and participation in a variety of ceremonies. 

It is only through greater exposure to First Nations 
peoples, art, and culture that such abuses can be 
stopped. And for a movie fan, First Nations films are 
certainly a good place to start. Keep your eyes open 
for opportunities to join the viewing public! 4 
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poverty 


“We are calling for the creation of 
14,000 units of social housing per year. 


“We are calling for $50 million 
for feminist services against male 
violence."^We are calling for the 
inclusion of sexual orientation as 
prohibited grounds for discrimination 
in the Canadian Human Rights Act.” 
“We are calling for the elimination of 
women’s poverty to be a foreign policy 
objective.”Sunera Thobani, 
president of the National Action 
Committee on the 
af, Status-of Women, 
also spoke and she 
summed up the 
motivation for the 
March on Poverty, 
“The government 
is promoting poli- 
cies that are life- 
threatening. If there 
is one person in 
Alberta who should 
be ashamed of 
poverty it is Ralph Klein,” she said. 
“He is putting the interests of banks 
and corporations before the interests of 
women and children." 4 
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EDITORIAL ° Opinion 


rotation against 
iscruminanon 


he Alberta government has added a section to 

its new human rights legislation to deal with 

discrimination against poor people. Hooray! 
Being on welfare is practically the worst sin possible 
in Canadian society. The discrimination and stigma 
faced by poor people can be very painful. Renting a 
home, opening a bank account or getting a job can 
all be tough when you are on welfare. There are 
special “welfare” branches of some banks. Believe it 
or not they have wooden benches, not plush sofas, 
where people are asked to wait, and wait, to cash 
their welfare cheques. The story of the landlord 
refusing someone because they are on welfare is an 
old one. The general attitude towards welfare is 
repugnance and disdain, almost a racist type of 
sneer from some people. There is real discrimination 
against people who are forced to take assistance 
to survive. 


Human rights legislation in some Canadian 
provinces includes income levels. Quebec’s is the 
strongest, prohibiting discrimination "on the basis oí 
social status". Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Ontario 
have legislation that gives protection based on source 
of income. Under these laws a landlord can’t say 
“absolutely cannot collect welfare at this address.” 
Landlords were lobbying hard against the Alberta 
human rights change. They still worry about the rent 
being paid by people on welfare. That’s no surprise 
considering that the low welfare rates force people on 
assistance to make hard choices between eating and 
paying the rent. And it can be hard to pay 
the rent on time when you get the white 
envelope in the mail instead of the brown 
“cheque” envelope. If you happen to tick 
one wrong box on your assistance report 
you might not find out about it until the 
day before the rent is due, when the white 
envelope arrives. Nearly everyone who has 
been on welfare has a story like that. And 
landlords know it. So, the single mother 
on welfare is really getting squeezed. This 
kind of legislation might help. A bit. There 
is considerable irony in the Alberta gov- 
ernment’s big heart in providing protec- 


tion for poor people, however. Government cuts to 
welfare allowances and welfare policing amounts to 
harassment which has badly hurt many poor people. 
“Welfare recipients need protection,” says the 
government minister. But perhaps even more than 
protection from landlords, they need protection from 
their own welfare-cutting government. 


Whos poor? 


The official definition of poverty in Canada varies 
from region to region. The national average poverty 
level for a family of four living in a city of 500,000 or 
more is $30,708. It sounds like a lot of money, but 
consider how much you live on yourself. $30,000 
doesn’t go very far if you have to pay rent, run a car 
and feed and clothe kids. But the statistics get even 
scarier: in total, 226,000 families and 367,000 single 
people had 1994 incomes of less than half the 
poverty level. In other words they are very poor. 

lh tatistics com om The National | 


Std CI 


1994", The statistics tell quite a story about our 
wealthy country. For example, nearly two thirds of 
Canadian young people, singles under 25, lived 
below the poverty line in 1994. Over half of single 
mothers with children under 18 were poor. Nearly 
4.8 million Canadians - one in six - lived in poverty 


+ 


that year. Who's poor? A lot of Canadians are. + 


KEITH WILEY 


Cartoon Courtesy of The Long Haul 


The spare change newspaper 


Stories from 
other streets 


Calgary Our Voice writer Claudette Languedoc tells 
some interesting stories from Washington DC in this 
issue’s feature. Claudette was visiting the National 
Coalition on Homelessness and took the time to hear 
some people’s stories which she shares here with us. 
Linda Dumont participated in the Women’s March 
on Poverty and tells us a bit about her impressions of 
the event in her article on page 4, complete with star- 
tling statistics on things like 
the number of hot dogs served. Thank you to 
photographer Shelley Knapp for getting pictures for 
the cover from the Dreamspeakers Festival. Movie 
reviewer Deanna Douglas took in some films from 
the Festival as well and has her report on page 4. 


Fiona McNair got the scoop for our back 
page on how Tom's new woodworking business 
is being boosted by the Edmonton Community Loan 
Fund. Mike Walters graces our pages with some 
more personal notes from his diary on 
working at distributing this paper to vendors. 
John Zapantis profiled Donna Froese and 
Pieter De Vos took her photo on page 3. 
l'hanks also to Andy Ramcharan, Linda Dumont 
ind Mel Brujhell for their musings 
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K Talking 
$& Back 


We would like to hear more from you so we are trying 
out a new feature, Talking Back, so you can call and 
let us know what you think about some topics of the 
day. We'll be publishing readers' comments, so just by 
calling in and giving your opinion, you'll be adding to 
the paper. This month's topic is one of our favourites, 
ourselves, but we try not to overdo it. Changing the 
name of the newspaper was a gruelling decision, and 
we know we've lost some of our audience, people we 
didn't inform well enough that this was still the same 
paper. But we think it was worth it. We're curious 
though what you think of the new name. A good 
name: Yes or No, plus your comments. Just give us a 
call or e-mail the editor, we'd be delighted to hear 
from you. 4 
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A Clara and Kevin and Eric’s awards 


Getting off the 


A Don 
Nati 


Calgarian meets people 


street in Washington 


n Calgary the snow was almost a 
foot high as I headed off on the big 
bird for the cheery cherry blossoms 
of Washington DC. Two days later it 
was 23°C in Calgary and snowing 
in Washington! 
The cold temperatures only served to increase my 
awareness of the problems of homelessness in DC, 


and to remind me of the brutal winter people had 
just lived through. 


I started, and finished, my trip with the people at 
the National Coalition for the Homeless. As its name 
implies this US organization has offices around the 
country and is a voice for the largely voiceless poor 
and destitute of the United States. It was through 
them that I was able to speak to the people whose 
stories you read here. 


with success stories 


By Claudette Languedoc 


I spent a short week in Washington and met many 
other fascinating people both on and off its streets. 
After talking with one elderly man for quite a while 
my nine-year old daughter, who was with me, said 
with some surprise, "He was really interesting!" 
| was invited to a chess match by another homeless 
man with whom I spoke in French. We all have a 
story, here are a few. 


Clara 


She has nine brothers and sisters, one is dying of AIDS 
and except for the youngest, the rest are either incar- 
cerated or on the streets. She started taking drugs and 
alcohol when she was 14 and she had the first 

of her three children when she was 17. Thirty-three 
now she discovered a year ago that she has Lupus, 

a degenerative disease which can remain stable or get 


worse without any warning. Yet somehow Clara has 
survived. In fact she has done more than survive. 


- She is clean of drugs and alcohol, she has her own 


house and she is going to go to school when her 
youngest starts kindergarten and she doesn't need 
to pay a babysitter. 

Clara has lived most her life in rundown tenements 
and dark alleys. She was ashamed to go to school 
because she felt so poorly dressed. She has resorted to 
"just about everything" to get high. She knows the 
fear of police knocking on her door and has spent 
time in prison. 

Today Clara lives in a modest but clean transition 
house in downtown Washington. The "house" is really 
an apartment block that has been taken over by a 
group called Community Family Life Services (CFLS). 
Her case manager works within the building complex 
which also is home to an employment office and 
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A The underbelly of the American capital where homelessness and poverty are ever 
problems for thousands of people 


National Coalition for the Homeless and CARE, she 
C heryl also plans on getting her grade twelve. For the first 
————————————————————— time ina long time Cheryl is excited about her future. 
"| was a part of the problem for many a year and now 
I want to be part of the solution." 


Donald Price and Cheryl Barner at the 

National Coalition for the Homeless “I’m sittin’ in the alley gettin’ high. God came to me. I 
threw the pipe away and I got down on my knees and 
asked God to help me get out of here... then I walked 


- : E » E 
a restaurant and a second-hand clothing store. to DC General. I was tired. I was tired. Do n al d P rice 


Cheryl Barnes isn't tired any more. It's been five 


various programs ranging from substance abuse to 
parenting. Close by are two CFLS-run enterprises, 


Competition for space in a transition house is PLAN 
fierce. Applicante-arewsually-tecommended-by«their- eX S2ISSID Ce she Walked to the hospital and 2101 AS sss price has a presence He isa tall man whose os 
social Soret and then nen go through ve inter- — í— — — — or — E one of a football layer. His dee 
views before being accepted. During their time at the tion on the board of The National Coalition for the iw os wins Stóchatis-die stren á di his sai 
transition house they are expected to deal with the Homeless. She also runs an organization she initiated onada =e me deo beri en in ] fth : 
issues that put them on the street in the first place, called CARE, Citizens About Real Empowerment, miam 5 a - es ds 3 5 
as well as take an active role in the transition house which helps to promote community safety and lobby e: SRI EAE UE EO L NUUS 

e works as manager, Donald Price has a history. 


"CT : for the rights of the poor. 
community. There are tenant meetings once a month, 8 p TE. - : 
s 8 : [he sixth of ten children, Donald was seven when 


classes on various topics, and social outings. Cheryl's background has a depressingly familiar * vici S: 

Each resident is given 100 points upon entering and ring. One of ten children born to a drug-addicted his E died, and A om » started eap 
loses points for rule infractions. If you lose all your mother, she and all her siblings were given up for ing ws us POPE EADY P : AMAN bis 
points you are out. adoption. She was given to her mother’s brother. mother, who died before he had made his changes, 


with much of his recovery. “At first after my dad died 
there was no welfare, but we still were able to go to 
school clean and not be hungry. She would always get 
up in the mornings and sing and be happy. If it hadn't 
been for my mother's spiritual mores and values, 
things would have been a lot worse." 


When Cheryl was 13 she learned that "aunt Katie", 
the druggie she couldn't stand who sometimes came 
on weekends was her biological mother. By the time 
Cheryl was 19, Katie had died of pneumonia. She was 
found naked in an alley wrapped up in a sheet. 


This means that tenants must not only be able to 
control their own behaviour but also that of their 
children. This can be difficult. Now 16, Clara's eldest 
son, Eric, has, she says, "seen it all." He has lived in 
one room with 10 other people, in shelters, with his 


mother's "friends" and, while his mother was in jail, But at 19 Cheryl was already an angry young domom h occa bubble 
with his grandmother. He has watched as police raided | Woman who didn't care about much except the next IDE A ETES s Ao — ee 
his home. He was the one who took out the trash hit. She says that even as a kid she remembers being to the surface. Donald spent 22 years on the streets, 
which contained the last of his mother’s drugs when angry, "I'd throw something. I'd need to hear = e ge Ru. PIS a great awakening a 
she finally decided to quit. something crash. PCP calmed me down. It kept the Jey elation "m made him GHEE, He simply didn : 
AE bees SiS ia anger down." like what he saw in the mirror: homeless and desti- 

But something of Clara's strength must have been i ; tute, I became ashamed of what I had become and of 
passed on to her son. Despite this background Eric Hers "s slow downward spiral. ny the time she the things that I did to get drugs. It didn’t agree with 
maintains a B average. Football and basketball awards wound up in the alley she was almost forty years old fas upbringing." 
are proudly displayed on the living room walls. and had been "drinkin' and druggin’” since she was : 


His life of pain and desperation has given him the 
ability to see behind the masks and costumes we all 
wear and made him appreciate the good things in life VOICE 
and people. Despite the fact that he is studying to 
become a Baptist minister, and feels very strongly 
about his faith, he talks with pride of his brother, who 1996 
found God through a different route and managed to 


nts Clara attributes his success to the fact that, “Even asa thirteen. Getting off drugs was a lot harder than get- 


user I took care of him. He always went to school and ting on them. She started in a shelter for women 
O  hewasalwavs clean." called Ruth House. She says it is “a structured place. 
: We learned how to budget money, how to be a friend, 
how to make and keep a schedule. We learned about 
community. I learned that people eat together at a 


OUR 


Whatever the reason, Clara is very proud of her JUNE 15 
boys and excited about her future. Her new house has 


three bedrooms and a backyard and is close to the 


" R E c verc ur nea, DEA ici = à | ee OE ta reach the level of grand chief in the Islamic faith : 
ally from negative people” and she no longer has a “crav- — C9 C MnB Up 7o Co. AR ees 
ing” for drugs. Through the help of friends, counsellors and Donald has high ideals and high ambitions. He has 
. mentors, Cheryl has managed in five years to get a lot gone from homelessness to owning a house of his 
ox of her catching up done, She now eee in oni own, from grade eleven to a BA in theology, and from 


apartment of her own. Between working with the addiction to sobriety. He's done the hard part. 4 
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METIS CHILD AND FAMILY 
SERVICES SOCIETY 


10437 - 123 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta. T5N 1N8 
Ph:(403)452-6100 Fax:(403)452-8944 


Canadian Native 
Friendship Centre 
11205 - 101 Street 


Edmonton, Alberta T5G 2A4 
Phone 478-1999 * Fax 479-0043 


Val Kaufman 
Assistant Executive Director 


Serving the Edmonton Community for 
Serving the Edmonton Community for the past 34 years 


Wer l/-t 723 


Tools and support every entrepreneur needs to develop a stable, profitable business 
Ongoing research programs identify market trends, business developments and modern 
buying patterns, keeping Watkins on the cutting edge 

High income potential through Integr N Market 
Quality products with unconditional 100% guarantee 
Over a century of solid, ongoing integrity 
If you are seriously contemplating your future financial security, take a close look at the 
Watkins home-based business opportunity. 
Call Independent Marketing Directors at 1-800-410-1620. 


Industrial, Wood & Allied 
| | Workers of Canada 


ind Local 1-207 
4262 - 91A Street 


Edmonton, Alberta T6E 5V2 
Office: 403-463-9070 Fax: 403-461-5020 


PHONE 475-5829 


RESET ELECTRIC (1985) LTD. 
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL WIRING 
INSPECTIONS AND MAINTENANCE 


4804-131 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5A 3G9 
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Premier AUTO SERVICE FROM ESSO 


Groat Road Service (1976) Ltd. 


10704 Groat Road 
Edmonton, Alberta 
TSM 3J8 


Phone: 454-1144 


Funeral tor slain 


street worker 


BY LINDA DUMONT 


41 is life and death were not coinciden- 
tal. I believe that in death his mes- 


sage is speaking louder than in life,” 
Kay Leclaire-Logan said at the funeral of her 
husband, fallen street worker Terry Logan. 
“Greater love hath no man but that he lay down 
his life for his friends.” 

Terry Logan had gone down to the York Hotel 
to listen to his friend Steve singing. He was later 
found beaten and stabbed to death, with his 
leather jacket stolen. 

“I have no doubt in my mind he’d met 
somebody he wanted to help. 

He always tried to help the oppressed and 
the poor,” his wife explained. 

Terry and Kay met twelve years ago when 
both were handing out tracts on the drag. 

In their street ministry they shared a common 
On we 


interest. Kay wants to carry work which 


cost her husband his life. 


Funeral services were held outside in a vacant 
lot just two blocks from where Terry met his 
death. He was a street worker, and the street 
was his church. 


During the service, several people from the 
street silently and reverently approached the 
coffin, made the sign of the cross, then sat 
down. Others stood on the sidewalk, hats in 
hand to show respect. 

“Whatever he had was to give,” Terry’s friend 
Steve said. 

“Our loss is heaven’s gain. Terry would have 
said, ‘It’s party time"" his sister-in-law remarked. 


Pastor Sedrick Vassel, director of The Mission, 
said “Terry’s message was, ‘You can have life’.” 
He then spoke of the importance of forgiveness 


for the one responsible for Terry’s death. 


Seven children have been left fatherless. 
Terry will be sadly missed by all who knew him. 


No Cens-to-Us 


BY ANDY RAMCHARAN 


t's Census time again. So what about it? 
i Well, this is where the government, 
in the form of Statistics Canada, collects 
information on you as an individual. Oh! don't 
worry, you won't need to tell them how many 
times you go to the toilet, they already figured 
that out. 


The way things are changing now, when we 
need information from the government we have 


to pay for it. Now it’s time to use that same 
pattern and say to the government, “You want 
information from me, you pay me for it.” 
Although they tell you it will be put to good 
use and for the betterment of the country, 
they can also use it to control you and yes, 
even make money from it, every time they sell 
that information. 

So, people, get in line with the system. 
Charge the government $100 for each form 
filled out. Oh, plus G.S.T. 


Victims live in 
torment (VLT) 


BY MEL BRUHJELL 


overnment has a real cash cow with 
G these video lottery terminals. They are 
destroying the moral fabric of our 

community, exposing the citizens to the world 
of gambling. Our dear old grandmothers, who 
never set foot in a a casino, have been seen 
chatting it up with obsessive computer types. 
It breaks my heart to walk into a lounge and 
see a little old lady sitting at a machine plugging 
it full of loonies. It is very exciting to play 
the slots. It sure beats sitting around a lonely 
apartment. These are just a small percentage 
of our society who are hopelessly addicted to 
video gambling. 

The people most likely to become addicted 
gamblers are the recovering alcoholics and 
drug addicts. They can get their fix for a mere 
$2.50 or less. Studies show that the euphoria 
experienced when one is getting high on, say, 
cocaine for instance, is very similar to the 
adrenaline rush one gets when the sevens come 
up. The more accessible these machines are, the 
greater the demand for addiction counsellors 
will become. We are told by the bureaucrats that 
these VLTs are a great benefit to the community, 
but at whose expense? I mean, come on. It takes 
more than a few posters with the telephone 
numbers of gambling counselling services to 
combat the issue of problem gambling. 


We are the victims of our government's greed. 


They are constantly making cutbacks in order to 
lower the deficit, but my question is, with the 
average VLT earning over $90,000 last year, why 
isn't the public debt cleared up yet? 


Where is all this money going? I'm sure 
I’m not alone in asking. Will the politicians 
come up with an explanation before the 
next election? 4 
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BY MICHA ELT] WALT ERS 
h, sweet sunshine. The air was so fresh, 
the snow was almost all melted away. 
Spring was here and life seemed so 

much better. 


It was just after one in the afternoon, 
and I could hear the Drop-in Center staff putting 
away the last of the chairs and cleaning up the 
cups and ashtrays left by the people who had vis- 
ited that day. Even though the Bissell Centre 
closed at one o'clock every Friday, 
the Our Voice distribution office remained open 
until three. 

I was sitting in the office with John, drinking 
coffee, smoking cigarettes, and shootin’ the shit. 
We had all the business out of the way. He had 
his-papers, and I had the money, so we had time 
to sit around and talk. John was telling me about 
a couple of books he had read recently. 


“You gotta read Down and out in Paris and 
London. George Orwell!” he recommended 
excitedly with his mad scientist type demeanor. 
“And I just finished Moveable Feast! Hemingway 
cracks me up!” his laughter poured out of the 
large smile spread over his face. 

“He’s marvelous.” 


These are books I was definitely going to read. 
| trusted John's choices in literature. 


Soon after, White Eagle calmly sauntered into 
the office. He took off his coat, set his bag on the 
floor and poured himself a cup of coffee. White 
Eagle was a man who tugged at my heart strings. 
He had lived on the streets more often than not 
for the past fifteen years. His face was leathered 
and rough. His eyes were permanently tired and 
showed no hope. 

Even though John and White Eagle were 
both vendors, they sold the paper for different 
reasons. John sold the paper to pay his rent, 
buy some tobacco, the odd beer, and to pay 
his annual library fees. White Eagle, on the 
other hand, was a very sick man, and spent 
the money he made from the paper on the 
medicine he needed to remain barely alive. 

He seemed so lost in this world. Behind his 
dirty clothes, defensive attitude and pained 
expressions, there was a beautiful spirit however. 
It wasn't that I could necessarily see it, it was 
that it was so easily felt. Underneath the piled 
years of poverty, frustration, and abuses sat 
quietly a very decent and kind man. If someone 
saw White Eagle on the street, chances are his 


appearance would remove any faith they 
may have had in him, but I trusted this man 
completely. He had no reason to be 
dishonest anymore. 

White Eagle didn't stay very long. 

“Gotta get to work. Can't sit around much 
these days." he confessed as he looked into his 
scarred and soiled hands. And, as fast as he came 
in, he was gone. 

John left too and I was left alone with myself 
and my thoughts. The rest of the building 
seemed deserted; the only sound I could hear 
was the labouring of my lungs as they sucked in 
another cigarette. 


1 oki icu LU woidei appui widi people Wi 


pass the vendors on the streets think. Do they 
immediately stereotype them as vagrants and 
lazy bums, or do they consider them to be real 
people doing something viable to earn a living? 

Obviously people who sell the paper aren't 
suit-and-tie guys who drive nice cars and golf in 
the summer. Then again most people aren't. 
I’m not that kind of guy, and I’m quite thankful 
for that actually. 

Do people realize how intelligent John is 
when they walk by him on the street? Do people 
realize how kind and spiritual White Eagle is 
when they pass by his corner? Maybe it's unfair 
for me to ask these questions. Before I started 
volunteering and working for this newspaper, 

I myself wouldn't have been able to answer 
them. But now I can honestly say that I know 
some things. I realize some vendors at times 
cause some grief. They are poor and have 

their share of problems to deal with in life. 
That is why this paper exists. There are vendors 
who always do well and cause no grief to 
anyone. They are always kind and easy to get 
along with. Of course their lives still remain as 
real as anyone else's. 


I leaned back in my chair and closed my eyes. 
I drew a vision of all the people who have ever 
noticed an Our Voice vendor in my mind. 
Then I spoke to them. 

^Maybe you don't want to buy a paper from 
them. Hey, that's okay. But at least give them the 
same credit you'd give somebody you see but 
don't know, who's wearing a suit and a tie." 

Maybe I'm wrong, but life has to go a lot 
deeper than that. + 


& METALS LTD. 
RVING THE FENC INDU: RY WITH 
MATERIALS & EXPERT INSTALLATION 
SINCE 1957 
J3A STREET, EDMONTON. ALBERTA T6H 2 


436-9530 
TOLL FREE: 1-800-267-9113 
CALL FOR YOUR Free BOOKLET ON FENCE FACTS 


Three Generations of Service to the Community 


Connelly McKinly Ltd. 


e& Funeral Directors ?® 
The Floral Chapels 
403-422-2222 
Sherwood Park Funeral Home 
403-464-2226 


St Albert Funeral Home 
403-458-2222 
A Tradition of Confidence 


Head Office: 
Bonnyville, Alberta 

24 Hr: 1-403-826-3889 
Edm. Direct: 426-5537 
Fax: 1-403-826-4301 
1-800-661-3290 


sky 
B & R- ECKEL'S 


GENERAL FREIGHT 
CONTRACT HAULING * SPECIAL COMMODITIES 
SERVING: ALBERTA * SASKATCHEWAN * MANITOBA * B.C. * 
ONTARIO * QUEBEC * N.W.T. 


15th Floor, CENTURY PLACE 
9803-102A AVENUE 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA T5J 3A3 
(403) 496-2812 

Fax: (403) 496-2803 


Cdiriónton 


ERUNT 


^ — ^ —mRANSPORTATION 


ett, 


Water Products Inc. 
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Backed with 50 Years Service Experience 


Our warmest hello to all our brothers 
and sisters across the nation 


A message from 
Chief Abraham Hunter, Members & Elders of 


Weenusk 
First Nation 


Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00p.m. 
P.O. Box 1, Peawanuck, ON 
POL 2HO 


ph. (705) 473-2554 
Fox (705) 473-2503 


Nobody likes to feel sad. Our language 
reflects the discomfort we have with painful 
feelings. “Don’t cry." “Cheer up." "Keep a 
stiff upper lip," While well meaning, this 
advice encourages the blocking of feeling, 
and we know that blocking feelings is not 
healthy for emotional or physical 
well-being. Sadness and tears are functional 
and natural responses to certain life events, 
and sometimes to hormonal or chemical 
changes within the body. A feeling might be 
pictured as a wave that starts out as a 
thought and then moves throughout the 
body, ultimately revealing itself in some 
physical expression, be it a laugh, a scream, 
leap of joy, or perhaps a hug. The physical 
expression allows for the release of the 
energy that was building within the body. 
We are less likely to block the expression of 


Advertisement 


Shedding Tears Helps 
Cleanse the Soul 


positive feelings, or even of anger, than we 
are to block sad feelings. But just as bleeding 
cleanses the area of a wound, tears assist in a 
kind of emotional cleansing of the soul. 

It is the blocking of this process that creates 
problems such as depression of physical 
symptoms. Sometimes people feel that they 
don't want to give in to the tears, because 
they fear that once the floodgates are open, 
they might never stop crying. What they are 
recognizing is that they have stored much 
sadness and pain over the years, and there is 
a natural, internal push for its expression. 
If they let a little out, more might start to 
come, and so instead of feeling anything, 
they just keep filing the pain away. What 
they don't realize is that it takes a lot of 
energy to keep all this "stuff" out of 
awareness, and the pile just keeps growing 


higher. It's a little like radioactive waste: 
you can hide it for alittle while; 

but eventually it comes up. So if you feel 
pain or sadness, recognize such feelings 

as a signal that you need some healing. 

It's healthy to have a really good cry, 

even if you're a man! And if today's 

crying brings up yesterday's pain, so much 
the better. If it's there, it needs healing. 

You don't need anyone to take your pain 
away, unless you are a child. As adults, 

we have the power to heal. ourselves, and 
blaming someone else for our pain only 
slows down our own healing process. 

We may require assistance and support 
through our pain from someone who is 
objective and detached, but ultimately it is 
our responsibility. Taking that responsibility 
is a sure path to personal growth. 
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Wen V'andall- Young is a psychotherapis 


the worlds of self and spirit, bodymind and soul. 
An inspiring and dynamic speaker, she has 
presented seminars on a variety of topics 
including Soul Healing at the 3rd World 
Congress of Medical Acupuncture and 


Natural Medicine (1995). In the summer 
of 1996, Gwen will be presenting at the 
54th Annual Convention of the 
International Council of Psychologists 
in Banff, Alberta. She is also a popular 
columnist for the newspaper 
“Strathcona County This Week" Her 
weekly column entitled "Psychology for 
Living" will also be appearing in other 


newspapers throughout Canada and the 


U.S. Her unique way of healing, her art 
encouraging others to blossom into 
wholeness and uniqueness of their 


t who bridges 


of 
the 
being, 


continues to dramatically change the lives of many. 


Gwen's books are available at: 


VW el randall-young ... the gentle voice of change 


Dancing Soul . . . 
the voice of spirit evolving 
I am Dancing Soul 
And I Rave come to awaken 
Sleeping Hearts. 
I will wrap my loving essence 
Around your soul 
And whisper a melody 
That only your heart can hear... 


from Dancing Soul 


ISBN 1-896578-00-4 


Echoes Through Time: 
A Message of Healing for Men 
is a hauntingly beautiful message 
from the deep past, 
that reaches beneath the surface 
of conscious awareness and 
speaks directly to the soul. 


ISBN 1-896578-01-2 


Vancouver: Banyen Books, Serendipity’s Back Yard, Misty River Bookstore 
Calgary: A Woman's Place Bookstore, Coles, Smith Books, Classic Books, New Age Bookstore & Self-Connection Books 


Edmonton: Coles, Smith Books, The Book Company, Greenwoods, Audrey's, Self Heal Herbal Centre & Scents of Wonder, Waltz of Flowers, 
Listen International (Westin Hotel Concourse Level), Ascendant, Akashik & Orlando Books. 
Sherwood Park: The Treasure Chest, Picture This, Save-On Foods & Elegant Solutions 


UR 
VOICE 
JUNE 15 


1996 


OUR 
VOICE 
JUNE 15 
1996 


CROSSWORD > Puzzle 33 


| Wooing music played for a 
lady (8) 

5 Wait'tilyousee the — of 
their eyes (6) 


BY SUSAN ANDREWS 


Garment worn by clergy (7) 
Huge, immense (7) 
Plumed herons (6) 


Pieces (8) 
Children's author Blyton (4) 


10 

LL 

Dn 

B Not poor (4,2,2) 
l4 

l6 


I9... Pointed tools used to. make 
small holes (4) 


2| Lying close together (8) 
25 1000 watts (8) 

26 To satisfy a thirst (6) 

28 To line up again (7) 


Iced, frosted (7) 


30 People in receipt of money (6) 
3| Unspeakable people (2,3,3) 


p Puzzle 33answers will be published 
in the July! issue of Our Voice. 
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How about 
2 dimes and 
: a nic kel 2 


THERE'S A 
SUITCASE 
PACKED: -- 


‘THERES AN OPENING FOR 
A DISHWASHER AT THE 
ICAFE. Do YOU WANNA CHECK 


3 A WITH WELL, THIS LOOKS 


LIKE CGE CGE 


ere g 
ne 


awn 
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Knowledge kept from others (6) 
Set aside for later (7) 

12:00 p.m. (4,4) 

Bank of earth to hold back 

water (4) 

To annoy (6) 

Three-cornered hat (7) 
Muscle-building stimulants (8) 
Engrossed, absorbed (8) 

Lethal ingredient in tobacco (8) 
A decorated stage flat (8) 

Smoke and mirrors create one (8) 
Bedtime song sung to children (7) 
Puzzle, perplex (7) 

In some time (6) 

Slang, sunglasses (6) 

Prefix denoting eight (4) 
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YOUR CART, 
Nr DOESNT LOOK 


T+ says here 
/ 15¢ 


I need 4 


YA GOOD IDEA! I SURE 


WOULDN T WANT THEM 
T sis at ANOTHER 
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Wood is working for Tom 


B Y O N A M CNA 

om 2mm doesn't have huge dreams, he Pr 
wants to live comfortably with his family and do 
something that he loves. And with the launch of 
his new woodworking business, his dream could soon 


become a reality. 


Recycling wood discarded by furniture manufacturers, 


he custom designs birdhouses, jigsaw puzzles, orna- 
ments, toys and wooden animals for children. He 
has one copyrighted design, a jigsaw puzzle of the 
province with pieces cut where the five main rivers of 
Alberta flow. Tom incorporates the natural grain and 
knots in each piece 
of wood into his 
designs. He says this 
is what will make 
his business, Tomik 
Creations, success- 
ful. 

“No two pieces 
are alike, they are all 
unique,” says Tom. 


» also 


Tom used to work 
in the construction 
industry and as a 
civil engineer, but 
when the economy 
took a nose-dive a 
few years ago and 
left him without 
work, he was forced 
onto welfare. He 
hates receiving 
financial support 
from the government. 


off his business 


"L only receive $229 per month. If I couldn't live at 
home I would be in trouble," says Tom. 


Although his rent is $300 per month, he works the 
rest of it off by helping his aging mother to maintain her 
house. 


A full-time student, Tom is currently enrolled in a 
computer course to upgrade his architecture skills. He 
also recently finished an entrepreneurship program at 
the Integrated Training Centre at Athabasca University. 


It was there he decided to turn his favorite pastime 
into a job. Tom has been fixing and creating since the 
age of 10. His first piece was a hand-carved police badge 
which he remembers proudly. That badge has since 
been borrowed by a neighborhood child, one of those 
whom he says give him inspiration. 


“A lot of my best ideas come from kids,” he says. 


loms works out of his shop in his mother's garage but 
lacked the financial resources to purchase finishing tools 
for his work to make the pieces marketable. 

After hearing about the Edmonton Community Loan 
Fund Society (E.C.L.ES.) which offers low interest loans 
to less advantaged people and non-profit organizations, 
he submitted a business plan to the board, met with 
them, and 
recipients. 


was finally selected as one of their first two 
As Tom repays his $1500 loan, the money will be 
circulated to other people. 


He will also have some more help from E.C.L.ES. 


Tom is happy with the start up loan to kick 


through their mentoring and 
technical assistance program. 

This program could help 
Tom reach his five-year goal of 
owning his own shop in an 
arts-based community like Old 
Strathcona. Until then, he plans to market his creations 
at farmer's markets and local gift shops. He currently is 
working on a deal with the Provincial Museum to sell his 
version of their symbol, the woolly mammoth. 


of his wood work 


But he is quick to add he won't forget how he got his 
start. Tom says he wants to give back to the community 
by employing low-income or disabled people. 

“With all of the health care cuts in the province, peo- 
ple are getting a real bad shake. I want to put to work 
people that are less fortunate and help them to be pro- 
ductive;" says Tom. 


Tom acies with »anspiós 


He currently has one part-time employee who is on 
the government's AISH disability program. 


In addition to his studies, Tom puts in more than 35 
hours per week getting his business off the ground. 

Optimistic, he is confident the skills and work ethic 
he developed while working in the construction field 
will help him to survive the turbulent road of a small- 
business owner. 

Only one in five small businesses will survive the first 
five years according to Statistics Canada. Tom is still sure 
he will make it. 


When asked if there was enough of a market to 


Community loan backs new business 


sustain his business his 
reply is simple: "It 
enough for me." 


's big 


If you would like to contact 
Tom call 455-2981. 


COMMUNITY 
LOAN FUND 
STARTS SMALL 


The Edmonton Communit} 
Loan Fund Society kicked off 
its first two business loans with 
a ceremony at Edmonton City 
Hall recently. Loan Fund secre- 


pen » join the f 
investments, as little as $100, 
to help start small businesses. 
He reminded his audience that 
you have to start somewhere. 
“We all know the story of Ray 
Kroc, otherwise known as Mr. 
McDonald's, who built his 
empire with one small drive-in 
restaurant that made really ter- 
rific french fries. 

“IKEA hasn't always had huge warehouses to make 
and store their furniture. The first outlet was in a tiny 
basement. Not having much room, the craftsman was 
forced to make pieces which came apart to get out the 
door." 

Community loan funds have proven to be very low 
risk. There has been 98 percent repayment of loans made 
by a similar project in Toronto. 

For more information on the Edmonton Community 
Loan Fund Society call 944-1558. <% 


| Have a hard time getting your copy of OUR VOICE? 


i Just $50 a year will get you all 24 issues of 

E the newspaper delivered to your door. YES, 
| want to subscribe. | am enclosing $50 
(cheque or money order) for my 24 issues. 


Mail to: OUR VOICE 
10527-96 Street 
Edmonton, AB 
. TSH a 


(FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY) 


OUR VOICE is a street newspaper, sold on 
the street by vendors. Due to demand, 

we offer subscriptions by mail as well. 

The subscription price covers the paper’s 
production and printing costs, as well as 
monthly mailing costs. Vendors are paid to 
handle the mailing of all subscriptions, so they 
win too with your subscription. Please note 

2 issues are mailed together in a once a 
month mailing with this subscription. 
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